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Press release

Sustainability Q & A for councilors

The Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group is determined to make the local election count in terms of progressing sustainability.

The Sustainability Group has organised a public Q & A session to focus on sustainability issues and invites all nominating councilors to attend. The Councilor Q & A has been organised for 11th November from 7.30 at the Woodend Neighbourhood House.

Ratepayers from across the shire are welcome to attend, however numbers will be limited so those interested are requested to register on line (mrsg@woodendweb.org). Redbeard Bakery is supporting the event and supper will be provided. Attendance is free for MRSG members. Non members are welcome with admission set at $5 per person to cover set up costs and use of facilities.

According the Victorian Government’s State of the Environment Report the Macedon Ranges has a severely degraded landscape. The Shire has 30 different categories of vegetation communities as described by their ecological vegetation class. Of these: 13 are categorised as endangered, defined as having contracted to less than 10% of pre-European extent. 

In addition to the protection of unique flora and fauna the shire also must cope with degradation of soils (salinity, erosion, and acidification) water quantity and quality issues and the ever increasing expansion of weeds and reduced air quality from wood fire heating.

From the ACF Consumption Atlas the average resident in the Macedon Ranges area has an ecological footprint (6.07 Ha); in excess of the State Average (6.03). The high level of car transport, the burning of wood fires and the cold climate are all contributing factors. But apathy and naïveté are enemies of improved environmental performance.

Given the dependence on brown coal in Victoria and the generally profligate use of resources in Australia (relative to other countries), the Macedon Ranges region is amongst the worst of the worst of the worst performers globally in relation to environmental sustainability.

“The amount of CO2 emitted by this region far exceeds our ability to absorb it through a carbon sinks strategy. The energy footprint provides a clear message on the need for a region-wide strategy for the adoption of alternative energy sources”. (The Energy Footprint for North Central Victoria: An Initial Step Toward Addressing Climate Change. Maureen Rogers Published in Sustaining Regions 2002).

It has been calculated that local government has the capacity to influence 50% of the greenhouse gases produced in Victoria through Council business and contact with ratepayers (Sustainable Energy Authority Business Plan 2001-2002).

The shire council manages 160 buildings through the Macedon Ranges, employs in excess of 300 people and, through rates and public notices, is in contact with all residents. Macedon Ranges Shire Council is working towards reducing the Council's greenhouse gas production by 20% from 1996 levels by 2010.

MRSG President Peter Hansford says “the Q&A forum will provide an opportunity for nominating councilors to provide their vision for a Sustainable Macedon Ranges. Questions from the floor are likely to cover the councils wind power policy, investment in transport infrastructure and improved waste management and council commitments in targets and budget for sustainability projects.

The next local government term of office is 4 years – 2 years beyond the start up of the proposed federal government carbon pollution reduction scheme. According to Mr. Hansford “all organizations will need to become serious about mitigation of greenhouse gases and adaptation to climate change.“ ”The Council Q & A will be an opportunity to learn what sort of leadership can be expected from our local government representatives.”

The Councilor Q & A will be recorded by Highlands FM 100.7 radio for broadcast on the 12 th of November. All local newspapers have been invited to cover the event.
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