Macedon Ranges Shire Council

Settlement Strategy

Macedon Ranges Shire Council has adopted a draft Settlement Strategy for consultation purposes. The Strategy maps out a plan to manage population growth in the Shire to the year 2036.
The Strategy provides the overall direction for urban growth – consistent with environmental constraints, community aspirations and government policy – until 2036.

The draft Settlement Strategy and supporting documents are available for public comment until the end of January 2011.
These are available on the Macedon Ranges Council website www.mrsc.vic.gov.au under “current projects/documents for your comment” in the centre of the homepage.
The proposed Villawood “Davies Hill” development will be dependant upon what final Settlement Strategy is adopted and community submissions will help shape this. 

Macedon Ranges Mayor, Henry McLaughlin, has said in relation to the proposed Villawood “Davies Hill” development that if the final settlement strategy identified low growth for Woodend, then the area would be unable to accommodate the Villawood proposal.

“On the flip side of that is that if a low-growth proposal is contrary to the desires of the community of Woodend, then I’m sure we would hear about it in the submissions received, and that is the purpose of community consultation”.

If you haven’t done so already please email the Manager Planning and Development, Macedon Ranges Shire Council, strategicplanning@mrsc.vic.gov.au  with your comments by 5pm on Monday the 31st of January 2011 

SAY NO TO VILLAWOODEND!!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The “Macedon Ranges draft Settlement Strategy” recommends low growth for Woodend with a population in 2036 of 4,400 to maintain our landscape, environmental & lifestyle qualities and preserve Woodend as a tourism destination.
Recommended population projections for Woodend
	2006 Population
	Recommended Population 2036
	Increase in Population 2006 - 2036
	Lot supply required to accommodate 2036 population
	Est. Potential vacant supply (within current residential zoning areas)

	3,700
	4,400
	700
	280
	790


- Supply estimates indicate potential capacity for approximately 5,100 people on existing residentially zoned land. (This does not include the land for Villawood’s proposed Davies Hill development)
Potential threats to Woodend’s character through population growth / development are identified as:

· Lack of township boundary through wide transition (low density residential) zones.

· Lack of street trees and pedestrian paths.

· The loss of rural character of entries, through lack of street trees and roadside reserve planting.

· Large scale development on the periphery that reduces the sense of centralising and township scale.

· Inappropriate suburban style residential subdivisions.

· Any dilution or linear extension of the main heritage street character and commercial focus area.

Some key extracts pertaining to the Villawood “Davies Hill” development other than it will in itself instantly make Woodend’s population 900 greater than the 2036 target recommended in the draft Settlement Strategy:
A significant part of Woodend's character is its many edges, both natural and urban in form. The landscape significance of Woodend also relies upon its key approaches, which have not been impacted by conventional residential development. That is, built form and urban infrastructure is principally screened from view or not at all present as one approached the township. This creates a unique setting to the town and contrasts strongly with other townships in the Shire.

Edge characters and significance

North-eastern and northern edge

This edge is better defined than the southern and eastern boundaries, with a clearer line between periphery landscape type areas and the broader rural landscape. It is also marked by the some grid roads which provide distinction between town and country.

The Avenue of Honour on Macedon–Woodend Road is also a key edge element to the north and north-west.

North-western edge

The north-west of the town is defined by Golf Course Hill, the escarpment of Five Mile Creek, the creek and its parklands, and the Avenue of Honour. These are clearly legible and significant landscape elements and provide a unique backdrop to the township.

Gateways

Northern

The northern gateway is the Avenue of Honour on Macedon–Woodend Road, which creates a beautiful enclosed treed experience. Views to Golf Course Hill with its rural character add to the experience.

This gateway is both visually and culturally significant.

Western

The western gateway is marked by the Five Mile Creek escapement, its parklands, a rural landscape character and views to Mt Macedon. The key characteristics of this gateway are the lack of long transition between rural and township residential character, and views to Golf Course Hill, Five Mile creek escarpment and Mt Macedon.

Significant internal landscape feature elements

The most significant internal landscape features of Woodend are Five Mile Creek and its parklands, Golf Course Hill, mature trees throughout the town, the main street area, and general views to Mt Macedon afforded from many streets. The township of Woodend has a high scenic quality resulting from the forested backdrop and views of Mt Macedon.

Woodend is characterised by quite a mixture of residential landscape character types, with no overall large areas of unified character. 

The report recognises that “the most significant entry into Woodend is the ‘Avenue of Honour’ from the north along Macedon-Wooden Road which is one of the most important intact examples in the Macedon Ranges Shire if not the State”.
The proposed Villawood “Davies Hill” development runs the full length of The Avenue of Honour!!
Where is the Honour in that!
SAY YES TO THE DRAFT SETTLEMENT STRATEGY & NO TO VILLAWOODEND!!
