
Help fund the VCAT fight 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
 

1. What is VCAT? 
 
The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) deals with 
applications from people who seek a review of government (and other 
bodies’) decisions that affect them. 
 

2. What is the VCAT fight? 
 
The Macedon Ranges Shire Council recently refused to issue a planning 
permit for a proposed development at 19 Victoria Street, Macedon (the 
empty block of land opposite the IGA, behind the Macedon Railway Hotel).  
 
The developer applied to VCAT to have the council’s decision reviewed. 
VCAT will review the developer’s application on 1 December 2014. 
 
The developer wants VCAT to overrule the council’s decision and issue a 
planning permit to develop 19 Victoria Street as per the proposed design.  

 
At the VCAT hearing, the community must fight to ensure that the 
council’s planning permit refusal is honoured.  
 
The proposed design is unprecedented, too bulky and inappropriate for 
the character of our town.   
 

3. Why does the community need funding? 
The community wants to stop VCAT awarding a planning permit to the 
developer without significant changes to the current proposed design. 
The developer is expected to present up to 5 expert witnesses at VCAT. 
 
Therefore, the community will engage legal and urban planning 
professionals to present a very strong objection to the proposed 
development to attempt to win at the hearing.   

 
4. What is the money for? 

The community is raising funds to pay for a professional town planner, 
urban designer or architect to give evidence to VCAT at the hearing.  
 
The community also hope to raise funds to cover out-of-pocket expenses 
for a legal representative that is assisting the community to prove that the 
proposed development should not go ahead in its current form. 

 
5. How much money does the community need? 

Local professional services estimates suggest the community need 
between $7,000 and $10,000 to pay for expert advice, and out-of-pocket 
expenses. 



 
6. How do I donate? 

There are 3 ways to donate to help fund the VCAT fight. 
 

DIRECT BY POST ONLINE 
Bank:  
Bendigo Bank 
Account name: 
Macedon Villages 
Volunteers Inc. 
Account No: 
149828717 
BSB: 633108 

 Write a cheque to 
Macedon Villages 
Volunteers Inc. 

 Post it to: 
P.O. Box 310, 
Macedon VIC 
3440 
 

 www.gofundme.com  
 Search for and click on 

Keep the Village Feel 
Macedon 

 Click on Donate Now 
 

 
7. Where will money go? 

The money will go into the bank account of the Macedon/Mt. Macedon 
Community Planning Group, which uses the legal entity name Macedon 
Villages Volunteers.  
 

8. Who is looking after the money I donate? 
Macedon Villages Volunteers is an incorporated association that has 
volunteered to collect, govern, administrate and record receipts and 
transactions for the VCAT hearing on behalf of the community. It is 
independently audited and submits statements to the ATO and ASIC each 
financial year. 

 
9. What happens to my money after I donate? 

Your money will be held in the Macedon Villages Volunteers Inc. bank 
account until an invoice to pay for professional representation has been 
received.  All transactions will be disclosed to the community. 

 
10. What happens if the hearing doesn’t go ahead? 

If the hearing doesn’t go ahead, your donation will be held to ensure that 
there will not be any further hearings regarding the proposed 19 Victoria 
Street development.  
 
If no further hearings are expected, you can request that your donation be 
returned, or you can elect for your donation to be donated to a local 
community service (e.g. the CFA) or project as decided by the community. 

 
11. How can I be involved in the fundraising process? 

Come along to the regular monthly community meetings that are held by 
the Macedon/Mt. Macedon Community Planning Group.  
 
Details about upcoming community meetings are available on 
www.ourcommunityplanning.com or by calling 0448 814 442. 

http://www.gofundme.com/
http://www.ourcommunityplanning.com/

