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Kudos from 'rivals'
CAMBERWELL'S Mary
Drost admits to using a few
choice words to describe
Boroondara Council plan-
ning decisions over the
years.

But old rivalries were cast
aside when she was among
four Boroondara residents
honoured with an Outstand-
ing Community Service
award on Australia Day,
yesterday.

"I was stunned that the
council would take this ac-
tion, having had so many
fierce battles with them,"
Ms Drost said. "Usually
awards are given due to
charity work and this is for
political activism.

"(But) compliments to the
council who have had the
courage to give this award
to the thousands rep-
resented by all residents'
groups who are fighting
Brumby (premier John
Brumby) and the state plan-
ning department's flawed
Melbourne 2030policy."

The Boroondara Resi-
dents' Action Group (BRAG) vice-president
said she would not have received the award
without the support and hard work from the
community and members of more than 140
Planning Backlash residents' groups.

Ms Drost gave special thanks to "friend,
mentor and adviser", actor Geoffrey Rush,
who joined BRAG in its ongoing opposition
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to the controversial Camberwell station
redevelopment.

Camberwell's Lyn Swinburne, Glen Iris
resident Harold Johnston, and Dr Violet
Kieu, of Canterbury, were also honoured
with community service awards during the
Australia Day citizenship ceremony at
Hawthorn Town Hall.


